
	<Vietnam War >:  Thematic Unit Calendar (Rick and Mary)

	Week 1 >>
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Reading &
Writing


	Students will read Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Domino Theory speech.
	Students will participate in an interactive lecture on the speech.
	Students will brainstorm ideas about the United States interest during this time period.
	Students will write a one page summary of the Domino Theory speech.
	Students will get an introduction to their 5 page essay due a week from today.

	Math


	Students will research important events of the time period and their dates on the internet.
	Students will share these in groups and get a comprehensive list of what events they feel are important in their group.
	Students will begin the construction of their timeline on butcher paper.
	Students will continue working on timeline with dates and important events.
	Students last day to work on timeline.

	Science


	Students will research chemical compounds found in weapons.
	Continuing research of the compounds.
	Students will get in groups and choose one of the chemicals to research in depth. They will also research the lasting effects of it.
	Students will continue with write up of their research.
	If students need more time to finish their group projects, they have it. If not, presentations start today.

	History


	Students will look at and analyze political cartoons from the Vietnam war era.
	Divide the class into 4ths. Have each group research one of the following: Eisenhower, JFK, LBJ, and Nixon
	Students will work on presentations of presidents.
	Continue working on presentations.
	Presentations on presidents during the Vietnam War.

	Civics


	Students will participate in interactive lecture on U.S. policy towards Vietnam.
	Students will be able to categorize each foreign policy principle to its respective president.
	Students will have an introduction to democracy.
	Students will participate in a democratic election simulation.
	

	Geography


	Students will get an introduction to Vietnam and its resources.


	Students will be able to locate countries that lie within South East Asia; Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, Thailand
	Students will be able to define the separation of north and south Vietnam during the war.
	Students will be able to define the capitols and other major cities in Vietnam.
	Students will get their research project on “The cities of Vietnam.”
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	Week 2 >>
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Reading & 
Writing


	Students will receive the rubric for their 5 page essay and the format requirements.  Students will begin essays.
	Continue work on essays.
	Internet day, peer review, and work on essays
	Student will be revising for a final draft.
	5 page essays are due.

	Math


	Students will begin presentation of timelines to class.
	Students will finish presentations of timelines.
	
	
	

	Science


	Students will present on their subjects.
	Students will continue presenting.
	Teacher will show powerpoint presentation on the real effects of these chemicals.
	
	

	History


	Presentations on presidents during the Vietnam War.
	Students will participate in an interactive lecture on US foreign policy during the Vietnam War.
	Students will learn about Vietcong and other southern rebels that fought for North Vietnam and Ho Chi Minh.
	Students will learn about declining U.S. involvement in Vietnam and begin their comprehensive essay.
	Students will finish their essays.

	Civics


	Introduction to communism.
	Communism simulation.
	Students will complete a worksheet that compares communism and democracy.
	Students study/review what has been taught about Vietnam.
	TEST

	Geography


	Students will be assigned one city each where major battles happened during the war and begin research.
	Research  day
	Research day
	Begin presentations
	Finish presentations


	Thematic Unit:  The Vietnam War (Rick and Mary)
	Lesson:  Week 2, Wednesday
	Duration: 50 minutes

	Subject Area(s):  History
	Outcomes:

1. Students will understand why southern Vietnemese would ally and fight for the north.

2. Students will understand the complications this brought to the United States.

3. Students will know where the Vietcong strategically placed themselves in order to fight U.S. forces.

4. Students will learn about flaws in America’s foregin policy towards Vietnam.

5. Students will gain research skills on the internet.

	Connections: Students will be able to connect the Vietcong with guerilla groups they hear about today.  They will grow a greater understanding of the rebels who fought for North Vietnam in the southern portion of the divided country. 
	

	Description of Activity
	Stds
	Materials Needed
	NETS Standards for Students
(X all that apply)

	
	
	Instructional Stuff
	Equipment, Software, etc.
	

	Students will go to the computer lab and get on the internet and search “Vietcong” on a search engine.
	1, 2, 3, 5
	· The teacher will ask students to look for: Who the Vietcong were?  Where were they located?  Were they on the United States side or North Vietnam’s side?
	· Computers with internet access.  A blackboard to write questions on.
	1. Basic operations
	

	
	
	
	
	2. Social, ethical & human issues
	X

	
	
	
	
	3. Productivity tools
	X

	
	
	
	
	4. Communications Tools
	

	
	
	
	
	5. Research tools
	X

	
	
	
	
	6. Problem-Solving Tools
	

	Students will watch a movie clip displaying the Vietnam War in the movie Forrest Gump.  
	1, 3, 5
	· The teacher will ask students to analyze what and where the Vietnamese are in the movie. (In the lurking background)  The teacher will also note the physical climate that is portrayed in the movie.
	· T.V., VCR, Forrest Gump.  Participating students.
	1. Basic operations
	X

	
	
	· 
	· 
	2. Social, ethical & human issues
	

	
	
	· 
	· 
	3. Productivity tools
	

	
	
	· 
	· 
	4. Communications Tools
	X

	
	
	· 
	· 
	5. Research tools
	

	
	
	· 
	· 
	6. Problem-Solving Tools
	X

	Students will look at numerous U.S. documents: Operation Rolling Thunder etc.  Students will also look at different occasions throughout the war.  Tet Offensive and Golden Triangle.  
	1, 5
	· The teacher will go through the various reading with the students and guiding them to different opinions on America’s foreign policy towards Vietnam during this time period.
	· Overheads and overhead projector.  Reading and participating students.
	1. Basic operations
	X

	
	
	
	
	2. Social, ethical & human issues
	X

	
	
	
	
	3. Productivity tools
	

	
	
	
	
	4. Communications Tools
	

	
	
	
	
	5. Research tools
	

	
	
	
	
	6. Problem-Solving Tools
	X





















































































































































Essential Questions


What three countries were involved in the Vietnam War?


Who were the important figures and actors during the Vietnam War


What were the results of the War?


  


  








Science


Students will understand the elements that make up napalm and Agent Orange.





History


Students will learn about: Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Richard Nixon.


Students will understand the result of the Vietnam War and be able to show a comprehensive understanding of cold war politics.





Mathematics


Students will be able to create a timeline of the major events and the amount of U.S. troops in Vietnam.








Civics


Students will know the four presidents and their major decisions during the Vietnam War.  i.e. Rolling Thunder, Containment, withdraw, declination.


Students will be able to compare and contrast communism and democracy.





Geography


Students will be able to locate south East Asia and the countries: Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand.


Students will be able to look at a map of Vietnam and be able to define north and south Vietnam and the two capitols Saigon and Ho Chi Minh City.








Reading/Writing


Students will analyze president Dwight D. Eisenhower’s domino theory statement.


Students will write a reflective 5 page essay on what they would do if they were decision makers during this time period.





Vietnam War Planning Wheel











Vietnam War





Teachers: History: Rick Dahlman.  English: Mary Kerns.  Theatre: Matt Lang



























































